2012 IABC EXCEL Award 
Recognizing Excellence in Communication Leadership

Nomination Information
The IABC EXCEL Award is presented annually to a non-member who demonstrates and fosters excellence in organizational communication. We’re looking for people whose communication skills, philosophy and/or leadership helped to achieve organizational goals and results. This includes initiating, directing, supporting or sustaining outstanding and effective communication programs.
This international award is often given to a chief executive officer, managing director, president or other senior leader, and nominations are invited from business, government and the non-profit sector anywhere in the world. Please note: Communication and PR professionals are not eligible for this award.

The award is presented at the IABC World Conference in Chicago on 25 June 2012 and recipients are asked to accept the award in person, give a keynote address and participate in a forum with executive communicators on the same day. Note, IABC provides one night’s accommodation at the Sheraton Towers Chicago Downtown, where the conference is being held, but travel is at the recipient’s expense.
Award Criteria

EXCEL nominees are evaluated on the following areas, all of which are weighted equally:

1. Skills: Demonstration of exceptional leadership, management and communication skills. 

2. Communicating with diverse audiences: Some experience in communicating with global or multicultural audiences is preferred. 

3. Strategy: Use of a communication strategy that demonstrates creativity and innovation and that contributes to the business success of the organization. 

4. Commitment to communication: Commitment to the communication programs for all of the organization's audiences—both internal and external—at the local, national and international levels. 

5. Personal communication: Effective personal communication with all of these audiences. Nominees must be shown to have participated in communication, not simply directed the communication staff in their efforts. 

6. Ethics and professionalism in communication: Commitment to the highest ethical and professional standards. 

Nomination Process

Nominations may come from both IABC members and non-members but must be made with the knowledge and agreement of the candidate.

To nominate someone, please complete the nomination form and collate a package of information addressing the criteria above and demonstrating how the candidate’s communication skills, philosophy and/or leadership helped to achieve organizational goals and results. Please ensure you include an explanation of how the leadership communication strategy was tied to business objectives, and the results of research that measured the improvement of communication over time. 

In addition, the nomination package should include:

1. A description of the candidate's current position.

2. A brief description of previous position(s).

3. Details of any other awards and recognition.

4. A summary of the candidate's educational background.

5. A list of volunteer leadership positions.

6. A description of accomplishments as they relate to the award criteria.
7. Any other relevant data (e.g. surveys, employee attitude data, business results, measures of productivity, news clips, etc.) to support your case for both business and communication leadership.
8. A podcast or video showing the candidate’s oratory skill -- for example, speaking to employees or shareholders, press coverage, town hall meetings, etc. 

Nominations must be submitted by 10 February, 2012. After that date, an international panel of IABC members will judge the nominations and recommend a winner, which must be approved by a majority vote by IABC’s Executive Board.

A note on supporting information

You may provide no more than five pieces of supporting information – such as a video, speech, third-party endorsements or news clippings. Please ensure each supporting item is clearly labeled with the name of the candidate.
Please note, only electronic submissions will be accepted and all items must be in one of the following formats:

· PDF – no Microsoft Office files allowed

· JPEG, PNG OR GIF images

· MP3 audio – maximum bitrate of 128 kbps stereo for music; 64 kbps mono for voice

· MP4, M4V or FLV video

Due to file size restrictions on our e-mail server, we recommend the following options for sending your electronic submission:

· Use the free file-sharing service YouSendIt. You can read their privacy policy or consider pay-per-use security features.

· E-mail your portfolio in a zipped file less than 3MB in size. Break up your portfolio into smaller pieces and e-mail in groups to limit your e-mail size to 3MB.

Further information 
If you have questions or require clarification on the nomination process, please email recognition@iabc.com.
2012 IABC EXCEL Award 
Recognizing Excellence in Communication Leadership
Nomination Form

Please type all information and ensure a copy of this form is included as part of the nomination package detailed on the previous page.
Nominee:
Name                                                                           Title

Organization


Address                                                                                                City


State/province                                   ZIP/postal code                     Country


Phone (           )                                     E-mail 


Nominated by:

Name                                                                        Title


____ I am a member of IABC


       My member # _________

____ I am not a member of IABC

Organization


Mailing address                                                                          City


State/province                                          ZIP/postal code ____________ Country


Phone                                                                  E-mail 

I certify that I have read and understood the conditions of this award, have explained them to the nominee (including the requirement to accept the award in person) and obtained his/her permission to submit this application.
Signature of Nominator:










Nominations must be received at recognition@iabc.com by 10 February 2012.

No exceptions - incomplete and/or late submissions will not be considered.
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