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STILL HAVE 
QUESTIONS? 

Here are some that have been asked before, but  
if yours is different, e-mail recognition@iabc.com.

For more FAQs, visit www.iabc.com/gq.

Can I resubmit an entry?
Yes, as long as the following two conditions apply. 
First, your entry must not have won an award in the 
previous year’s program. Second, work on the project 
and/or measurement must extend into the current 
year. For example, an entry could be resubmitted to 
the 2010 Gold Quill Awards if it was not a winner in 
last year’s program and the work and/or measurement 
extended into 2009.

Can I wait and submit this year’s work in next  
year’s competition?
The 2011 Gold Quill Awards program will accept work 
produced prior to 2010 as long as the work and/or 
measurement extended into 2010. If the entry is 
a multiyear project or program, only the materials 
related to the measurable results documented in  
2010 will be considered.

Can I submit the same entry more than once in  
the same year?
You may submit the same entry in as many different 
categories as apply to that entry. You must tailor your 
work plan to �t each category and pay a separate 
entry fee for each category you enter. However, you 
may use a single entry form to submit your entry to 
multiple categories. 

Can I submit several different projects for entry?
You may submit as many different entries as you wish. 
If you are entering several different projects, submit a 
separate entry form, work plan and work sample for 
each entry. Separate fees apply for each entry.

Finalists in each category are then re-evaluated by 
a second tier of Blue Ribbon Panel judges, which 
consists of IABC Fellows, Accredited Business 
Communicators, past Gold Quill Award winners and 
other senior leaders in the communication profession. 
This Blue Ribbon Panel selects the winners. Entries 
that receive a score of 5.75 or higher from the Blue 
Ribbon Panel receive an Award of Excellence. Those 
that score between 5.25 and 5.74 receive an Award 
of Merit. There is no limit to the number of awards 
that can be presented in each category. All judges’ 
decisions are �nal.

The judges’ evaluation forms can be found at  
www.iabc.com/awards/gq/gqjudging.htm.

How are entries scored? 
Winning entries must demonstrate that they met 
clearly stated objectives, show originality and 
demonstrate results based on measured outcomes. 
Judges consider how well a program was conceived 
and executed, how appropriate the chosen strategy 
and objectives were for the desired results, and how 
the outcomes were measured and achieved. 

For scoring information based on divisions, see  
page 16. 

Do judges really pay attention to details such as the 
permitted font size and the length of the work plan? 
Yes. If you get these details wrong, you have no 
chance of winning.

How do I �nd the correct coordinator  
to send my entry to?
Category coordinators and regional/language 
coordinators are listed on IABC’s web site at  
www.iabc.com/awards/gq.

If my project was created by a team, which name do  
I use as the entrant’s name? How do I ensure that 
other members of the team receive credit for working 
on the project? 
The entrant’s name should be the primary contact 
person who is principally responsible for the 
development, management and execution of the 
entry, and is submitting the project on behalf of the 
team. This person should �ll in and submit the entry 
form. The entrant’s name must match the name on 
the work plan. The number of people who worked on 
the project team will not affect the judging process. 
If your entry wins an award, the contact person listed 
will then be asked whether any other project team 
members should be formally recognized for the award. 
The entrant must be the lead person on the project.

IABC membership belongs to an individual, not an 
organization. The primary contact person and lead on 
the project entering the awards must be a member of 
IABC to receive the member price. You cannot submit 
an entry under another person’s membership number. 
This may result in disquali�cation and your entry fee 
will not be refunded.

If a project was created by an agency and client,  
who enters it? 
Either one can enter, as long as the entrant includes 
a letter of consent acknowledging the different roles 
in the project, and a company’s written permission 
to disclose corporate information as part of the entry 
requirements. Entries that do not include this letter of 
permission (if applicable) will be disquali�ed. If the 
material is proprietary, be sure to clearly indicate this 
on your entry and entry form.

How are entries judged and types of awards 
determined?
Gold Quill Awards coordinators recruit a global 
network of �rst-tier judges, who evaluate all entries. 
At the �rst-tier level, two judges use standardized 
criteria to evaluate each entry. Entries must score  
at least 5.25 out of 7 possible points to be  
named �nalists.
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entry 
form



program offiCial entry form

If you use this paper form, please print the required 
information legibly. All fields must be completed 
accurately and in full. If you receive an award, you will 
be asked to provide any additional information such 
as names of additional team members, if applicable.  

This is the professional entry form. Student entry 
forms and competition details are available at  
www.iabc.com/student.

entry information

Entrant’s organization

Client organization (if entered by outside agency).

Outside agency (if entered by client organization).

Entrant’s name (one name only, must match the  
name on the work plan and be the primary lead  
on the project).

I am an IABC member (entrant not organization).

Member No

(Must match entrant’s name.)

 
I am an ABC (Accredited Business Communicator).

For checks only.

payment

Prepayment is required. Please check the appropriate 
fee. This fee applies to each entry (including the same 
entry submitted to more than one category). Payments 
must be made in U.S. dollars.

entry and fee received on or before 27 January 2010:

US$190 IABC member

US$290 Non-member

US$485 Join IABC and Enter

US$410 Accreditation and Gold Quill Awards

Do not pay the early-bird rate if you are not certain 
that your work plan and work sample will be received 
in hand to the appropriate category coordinator on or 
before 27 January 2010. 

entry and fee received after 27 January 2010,  
but on or before 3 february 2010:

US$325 IABC member

US$425 Non-member

US$620 Join IABC and Enter

US$545 Accreditation and Gold Quill Awards

note: The “Join IABC & Enter” option and 
“Accreditation & Gold Quill Awards” option are not 
combinable. The “Accreditation & Gold Quill Awards” 
option is only available to IABC members.

Total entries   x fee = US$

 
Work plans and work samples expected to be received 
between 28 January to 3 February should pay the final 
deadline fee.

nO REFUnDS WILL BE GIVEn IF ThE WORk PLAn  
AND SAMPLES ARE NOT SUBMITTED ON TIME.

 By checking this box, I agree that all decisions 
regarding this entry, and any subsequent 
recognition, lie with IABC, and that IABC’s 
decisions are final.

title of entry

Please list the division and category in which you would like to submit this entry. The same project, or parts of it, 
may be submitted as entries in different categories as long as they all apply. Create a tailored work plan for each 
entry, and attach a list of any other divisions or categories to which you are submitting the entry.

Division Category Category or regional/language   
number and name number and name coordinator (to whom you are   
  sending your entry)

 

do not SEND YOUR ENTRY TO IABC HEADQUARTERS.   
IT WILL BE DISQUALIFIED AnD nO REFUnDS WILL BE GIVEn.

Entrant’s street address

Town/city

State/province

ZIP/postal code

Country

Phone

Fax

E-mail*

*  All correspondence regarding your entry will be conducted by e-mail 
with the exception of notification letters and feedback, which will be 
mailed by post.

Does IABC have permission to reprint your work plan in IABC 
resources, including Best Practices in Communication Planning 
and Implementation 2010?

Yes   No

Does IABC have permission to post your work plan online?

Yes   No

Official entry forms and payment only should be mailed 
to IABC at: iaBC gold Quill awards, 601 montgomery 
st., suite 1900; san francisco, Ca  94111;  usa.

All winning entry names will appear on IABC’s web site 
and in the July/August 2010 issue of IABC’s magazine, 
Communication World. Company names that appear 
in CW will be edited to match the magazine’s style.

all online payments must be made by credit card 
Make things easier! Enter and pay online at www.iabc.com/awards/gq.

See www.iabc.com/awards/gq for list of coordinators.

Program official entry form

If you use this paper form, please print the required 
information legibly. All fields must be completed 
accurately and in full. If you receive an award, you will 
be asked to provide any additional information such 
as names of additional team members, if applicable.  

This is the professional entry form. Student entry 
forms and competition details are available at  
www.iabc.com/student.

Entry Information

Entrant’s organization

Client organization (if entered by outside agency).

Outside agency (if entered by client organization).

Entrant’s name (one name only, must match the  
name on the work plan and be the primary lead  
on the project).

I am an IABC member (entrant not organization).

Member No

(Must match entrant’s name.)

 
I am an ABC (Accredited Business Communicator).

For checks only.

Entrant’s street address

Town/city

State/province

ZIP/postal code

Country

Phone

Fax

E-mail*

* �All correspondence regarding your entry will be conducted by e-mail 
with the exception of notification letters and feedback, which will be 
mailed by post.

Official entry forms and payment only should be mailed 
to IABC at: IABC Gold Quill Awards, 601 Montgomery 
St., Suite 1900; San Francisco, CA  94111;  USA.

All winning entry names will appear on IABC’s web site 
and in the July/August 2010 issue of IABC’s magazine, 
Communication World. Company names that appear 
in CW will be edited to match the magazine’s style.

All online payments must be made by credit card 
Make things easier! Enter and pay online at www.iabc.com/awards/gq.
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